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-2 Whatls POTA?

-m

An International program promoting portable

amateur radio operations in parks and
protected areas

- Encourages outdoor activity, radio skills, and
community engagement

Two main roles: Activators (operate from
parks) and Hunters (contact activators)




Why | Enjoy POTA
&
Why You Will Too!

Great excuse to find & explore new parks
Excellent way to prepare for emergency ops

Flexible: operate from home, a picnic table, your
vehicle or a backpack portable setup

Great for experimenting with antennas and QRP

Friendly, active community

- Awards and achievements keep it fun and

Challenging




, The POTA Website

Routine
Use :
T https://pota.app —
https://parksontheair.com grm;!o

Map (Park Directory)
Spots page

Awards

Log submission

Documents
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Rules il Looking for program rules, activator/hunter guides? Look for their dedicated pages via the

I
Code of Conduct menu:
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Resources and Documents Gettlng Started Wlth POTA

S Parks on the Air® (POTA) started in early 2017 when the ARRL's National Parks on the Air special event

ended. A group of volunteers wanted to continue the fun beyond the one-year event, and thus, POTA

~I1
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was born.




Understanding Park
References

- POTA maintains a list of qualifying parks

- Each park has a unique reference number

(e.g., US-1234)

- Includes national, state, and some local parks

- Use the POTA website to search for parks

near you
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Date Callsign cw Data Phone Total QSOs
Access Methods: Automobile Foot _»
2026-03-13 j“; KC1ACT 0 60 0 60
Activation Methods: Automobile Pedestrian
2026-03-11 " KC1WVQ 0 0 65 65
Is Active? ACTIVE B
2026-03-09 ,“:‘1 KC1ACT 0 26 0 26

First Activation: i KC1CBQ on 2018-11-04




Activators vs. Hunters

Activators Hunters

Operate from inside the Contact activators from
park boundaries anywhere

Need a minimum of 10 No minimum contact
contacts for a valid requirement

activation _
. Great for beginners

Must follow park rules .
. No log required

Must submit a log




What You Need to Start

(Hunters) ‘

= Any home or mobile station

= Optional logging software

= POTA spotting page J
= Basic VHF/HF skills oz
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What You Need to Start
(Activators)

Portable radio (QRP - 100W+)

FT-891 IC-705 G-90 FTX-1 QRP Labs

Battery or power source

Portable antenna (EFHW, vertical, dipole, Mobile)
Logging method (paper, app, laptop)

Comfort items: chair, shade, water
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Choosing a Park

Use POTA map
Check access, hours, and parking
Look for open antenna space

Consider cell coverage for self-spotting
















Setting Up Your Station

Keep it simple
Test SWR before calling CQ

Secure wires and stakes

Respect other park visitors
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Making Contacts
= Calling CQ

‘CQ CQ CQ, CQ POTA, this is [CALLSIGN], from US-
1234 in Massachusetts calling CQ Parks on the Air
and Listening

4

Keep exchanges simple

= Hunting

Use the spots page

Listen first

Be patient during pileups



Logging Your Activation

Activators must submit logs

ADIF format preferred
Include park reference and UTC times

Hunters don’t submit logs — activators upload
them




3:56 -
WRL Search Callsign 04 Q
© March 15, 202619:56:29 z

: Band
Q - ‘ o PI
Conditions 2 VLD

RS

Tk

/
LOGBOOKS t New Logbook

52

KCIWVQ@US-2427

Created: 03/04/2026

KCTWVO - ARRL
January VHF Log

Created: 01/11/2026

KCIWVOQ - Winter
Field Day 2026 Log

Created: 01/11/2026

7,
¥
b
}
0
;
%
i
g
i
g /|
#
I
1

Logbooks Activities Community Profile




g X

& My Log Uploads X

C (A | O https;//pota.app/#/user/logs ATy @ e 8|l O & - b chat

= (™ My Log Uploads Q search for Callsigns & Parks Q sPoTs (3 ACTIVATIONS M8 Docs ¥ KC1wvQ

| @ REQUEST SUPPORT }

Upload Activation Logs

[ﬂJ Click here or drag and drop to upload ADIF logs from your activation

0 files (0 B in total)

All files must be compliant with the ADIF specification, see https://adif.org. Please refer to the ADIF for POTA Technical Reference for a list of required ADIF fields.

Need help? See the Submitting Logs section of the POTA Activator Reference or contact the support team by clicking the Request Support button.

Prefer to log on paper?| % MANUAL LOG ENTRY BETA

o Once your log is processed, it may take up to 24 hours for your logbook and stats to fully reflect your uploaded QSOs. Most awards are granted within a few days,

but some awards may take a few weeks.

Thank you for being patient!

WU

Uploaded Logs JO Show All | Search Q




Awards & Achievements

Challenge yourself to try new things

Hunter and Activator awards
Park-to-Park (P2P)

Repeat activations

Kilo awards (1,000 contacts from a park)

Seasonal challenges
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Earned Awards Q Search
Date First Bad End t Repeat/Kil Operat Rove  pdditional
ki Award Name Description adge SUMSCHIEIS SPERRER Park Name pessset Date |‘|ona
Granted Reference Details
2026-03- Making 100 QSOs as a
Late Shift Hunt 100
12 11:03 ate Shift Hunter 1 hunter during the Late Shift
2026-03- Wiggins Acalypha . : _
Working 700 diff t unit PHONE
12 04:02 Hunter %) S S
2026-03- 5 Activator™® Working from 10 different PHONE
09 22:05 fonze Activatord units
2026-02- Texas Wild Rice Working 600 diff — PHONE
orkin ifferent units
220058  Hunter™® 9
2026-02- Oasis Hunter™® Worked a single entity 20 US.6927 Nantahala State
19 03:07 asts fumer = times Game Land
2026-02 Worked a single entity 20 Star-Spangled
-02- orked a single enti
Oasis Hunter ¥ , g Y US-4581 Banner National
19 03:07 times ] ] )
Historic Trail
2026-02- _ Worked a single entity 20 Nantahala National
Oasis Hunter ¥ _ US-4509
19 03:07 times Forest
) ) Trail of Tears
2026-02- Worked a single entity 20

Oasis Hunter ) US-3791 National Historic b
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Safety & Etiquette A

= Follow all park rules

= Go with a friend or let someone know where you are going and
when you plan to return

=  Keep wires visible
= Stay hydrated

= Leave no trace (If you pack it in, pack it out and leave the park
cleaner then when you arrived)

= Be courteous on the air and in the Park (Be an ambassador for

Ham Radio)
%

leave no trace

Www.LNT.0r9



American Built & Reliable







Don’t Be The Sad Ham!




Tips for Activators

Use a checklist so you don'’t forget items

Use Contests to your advantage (2m, 70cm, 6m, DX)

Use brightly colored coax and radials

Bring a notebook and pen (for when logging software fails)
Bring water, snacks, bug spray, and sunscreen as needed
Bring a folding closed cell sitting pad

Bring a table mat for gear protection

Dress appropriately for the conditions (Layers) (Hat)

Have an alternate plan of action (POTA PACE)

Check the weather

Keep basic First Aid, headlamp and Tool kit with you (coax adapters)

Have fun and be positive!
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